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get them to the front, came back from that terrible
ordeal with souls enlightened or enfeebled, and found
it much more difficult to find the way back to thek
previous existence than did the older men whose
middle years had been severed by the war.

These hopeless seekers after a departed yesterday
could not come to terms with the new era which they
regarded as responsible for their own distress and the
misery of thek country. The later-born generation
of younger brothers, who had not to purge thek minds
of the madness of the war, who did not need thek
strength to help them to forget, to whom yesterday
seemed like a shining legend, were the more easily
drawn by thek elders' example into opposition to the
new State, and the readier to disavow it.

Gustav Stresemann set himself to win over the
young men from the Universities. He spoke thek
speech, that drew its inspkation from the past; he was
familiar with all thek arguments and objections from
having used them himself. He took pains to get into
touch with every movement in which the younger
men took part. He was for some time in relations
with Seldte, the leader of the Stahlhelm, and so far
won thek confidence that he was regarded as a possible
dictator, though subsequently ousted from this position
by Hugenberg: and he finally contemplated the possi-
bility of enlisting the Order of Young Germans for
the service of the State.

He never lost sight of the young men. When
Luther founded his League of Renewal, he shrugged
his shoulders with a laugh and said: " How is any
* renewal * possible with the old people and the old
parties ? We can only expect new vigour from youth.